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II.     VARIOUS  KINDS  OF  SOCIETIES

It is impossible to describe all the various kinds of
societies.1 Let us give a short description2 of several:

(i) Better Living societies. This form of society has a
very comprehensive programme and embraces almost the
whole field of rural reconstruction. It is intended to
improve life in the villages in all its aspects. All who join
a better living society undertake to lead an improved life
in conformity with the rules of the society or in default
to pay a fine imposed by the committee up to a maximum
amount laid down in the by-laws. It seeks among other
things to reduce ceremonial expenditure, improve the
sanitation of the village, reform unhygienic habits, organize
village games, etc. A Co-operative Better Living society
offers one of the best methods of rural reconstruction as it
provides a permanent local organization and receives
regular supervision.

(ii) Cattle Breeding societies? Figures show that after
payment of old debts expenditure on cattle is one of the
heaviest items in the cultivator's budget. Except for a
few special areas the average type of cattle found in a
village is of poor quality. The animals are weak, liable
to illness and unable to produce good young stock.
Co-operative Cattle Breeding societies attempt to raise the
standard of cattle in the village. A society arranges or
persuades the District Board to arrange for a pedigree bull.
Scrub bulls are eliminated and each member is expected
to keep at least one approved cow. A record is kept of the

1  There are about  19,000 Credit Societies and 4,000 others at
present in the Punjab, with 800,000 members and Rs. 19,00,00,000
capital.

2  The following notes have been very kindly written for me by
Mr J. C. W. Eustace, I.C.S., and Syed Zahur Hussain Shah, of the
Punjab Co-operative Department and are reproduced  verbatim.

3  See p. 97.